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It’s in the air. You can almost smell it. That's right—it's graduation! You've already been 
busy filling out college applications; next comes dorm room forms, financial aid papers, and 
scholarship forms. Think Girl Scouts is not a part of that process? Well, think again. 

• Are you a current Girl Scout?  
• Have you received or about to receive the Girl Scout Gold Award?  
• Are you graduating this year?  
• Are you planning to attend a four-year accredited college as a full-time student?  

Once again, the Elks National Foundation Board of Directors is providing a scholarship fund 
of $48,000 to be awarded to eight Girl Scout Gold Award high school graduates—$6,000 per 
girl. 

The application and English photo are included in this document. (The media release in 
Spanish is a separate document.) 

Each Girl Scout council will set its own council application date. All applications 
must be sent through Girl Scout councils. Each council selects one application to 
submit from its area to forward to the national selection committee. 

To ensure that your application is given full consideration, please read and follow 
the application procedures. You must: 

1. Complete the application and submit to Girl Scout Council of the
Mid-South no later than Friday, March 3.  
 

2. Include your name on the top of each page.  
 

3. Use a separate sheet of paper for each essay question in Section C. Use one side 
of one page for each response. Please limit each response to 250 words or less. 
 

4. Provide a letter of recommendation from a volunteer or Girl Scout leader, 
teacher, counselor, religious leader, etc., who knows you and your 
accomplishments personally. This letter must include the writer's contact 
information. Letters from family members will not be considered. 
 

5. Complete a media release form and have it signed by a parent or guardian. (The 
English release form is included in this document; download the release form in 
Spanish as a separate file.)  

 
 



Elks National Foundation Girl Scout Gold Award Scholarship Application E-Form         2 of 7 
 

 
The following areas of achievement will be used in selecting the scholarship winners: 
 
Academic record, GPA 3.0  through 4.0 30 points 
Three Essays:  
1) Why applicant feels they are best recipient for this scholarship essay 

 
20 points 

2) Outstanding accomplishment in any activity that demonstrates leadership 
— extra Curricular, community and/or religious essay 

 
20 points 

3) Work or volunteer experience essay 15 points 
Financial Need 15 points 

TOTAL 100 points  

Before submitting your application packet to your local Girl Scout council, be sure 
to include: 

  application form with completed essays 
  high school transcript(s) (grades 9–current year)  
  letter of recommendation  
  signed media release form (parent/guardian must sign)  
  class picture for use in publicizing the event  

Submit the application form and media release to your local Girl Scout council. Faxed or e-
mailed applications will not be accepted. 

Be advised that applications and pictures will become property of Girl Scouts of the USA and 
will not be returned. 

Timeline: 

March 3                             Girl Scout Council of the Mid-South Application Deadline

April-May   GSUSA Selection Process 

May 16   Awardees will be notified through council and GSUSA 
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Please print or type the application.  This form must accompany all 
applications. (An electronic version is also available online) 

 
Name of applicant: ______________________________________________________  
 
Home address: _________________________________________________________  
 
City ________________________State _____________________ Zip ____________  
 
Home phone: ____________________ Alternate phone: _______________________  
 
e-mail Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Name of school: ________________________________________________________  
 
School phone: __________________________________ 
 
 
Cumulative High School GPA (Please convert to 4 point system): ________  
 
Please complete the following questions: 
 
1. Family Income (check one):  

□  Less than $12,000 
□  Less than $20,000 
□  Less than $30,000 
□  Less than $40,000 

□  Less than $50,000 
□  Less than $60,000 
□  More than $60,000 

 
Size of family unit:  ________ (people living together in the same household) 

 
Financial Need 
Are there any extenuating circumstances that should be considered? 
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Name: __________________________ 
 
Essay Portion of Application 
The following three essay questions should be answered in bulleted list or essay format as appropriate. 
Use only one side of a page per question. Answers should be 250 words or less in 12 pt. font. Label all 
additional pages with your name, city and state, and the question number to which you are responding. 
 
1. Essay (250 words or less) 
 Why do you think you are the best recipient for this scholarship? 
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Name: __________________________ 
 
2. Leadership Essay (250 words or less) 

List one (or more) outstanding accomplishment, in any activity (school, 
community, religious organization and/or extra curricular activities), that 
demonstrates your leadership. Explain the leadership role that you played.  
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Name: __________________________ 
 

3. Job or Volunteer Experience Essay 
List your job and/or volunteer experience. Include school-required community 
service projects. Include kind of work, name of agency, organization or employer, 
and the total amount of hours you volunteered/worked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ _________________ 
Signature of Applicant  Date 
(Original signature, not electronic) 
 
 
_______________________________________ _________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian  Date 
(Original signature, not electronic) 

 
__________________________________ 
Typed Name of Parent/Guardian
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Name: _________________ 
 
Media Release For Minors 

 
Please return this form and a wallet size yearbook photo with your application 
 
I, being Parent/Guardian of _________________, hereby 
consent that her name, image, and likeness, as shown in the video tapes, photographs, motion picture 
film, and/or electronic images for which she posed, and/or audio recordings made of her voice may be 
used by Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., its assigns or successors, in whatever way they desire, including 
television; furthermore, I hereby consent that such photographs, films, recordings, electronic images, and 
the plates, tapes and/or software from which they are made shall be their sole property, and they shall 
have the right to sell, duplicate, reproduce and make other uses of such photographs, films, recordings, 
electronic images, plates, tapes and software as they may desire free and clear of any claim whatsoever 
on my part. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand, in the State of  _________________, on this 

day _________________ 
 
NAME OF MINOR __________________________________ 

SIGNATURE OF 

PARENT/GUARDIAN:___________________________________________________________ 

(Original signature, not electronic) 

ADDRESS: __________________________________ 

CITY __________________________________  STATE _____ 

ZIP _________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Girl Scouts of the USA | 420 Fifth Avenue |  New York, NY 10018 
 




